Statement by the President on the Senate Passage of the Claims Settlement Act of 2010 ... Page 1 of 2

Home » Briefing Room = Statements & Releases

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For immediate Release November 19, 2010

Statement by the President on the Senate Passage of the Claims Settlement Act of 2010

| applaud the Senate for passing the Claims Settlement Act of 2010, which will at long last provide funding for the
agreements reached in the Pigford 1l lawsuit, brought by African American farmers, and the Cobell lawsult, brought
by Native Americans over the management of Indian trust accounts and resources. | particularly want to thank
Attorney General Holder and Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack for their continued work to achieve this cutcome. |
urge the House to move forward with this legislation as they did earlier this year, and | look forward 1o signing it into
law.

This bill also includes settlements for four separate water rights suits made by Native American tribes. | support
these settlements and my Administration is commiitted to addressing the water needs of tribal communities. While
these legislative achievements reflect important progress, they also serve to remind us that much work remains to
be done. That is why my Administration also continues to work 1o resolve claims of past discrimination made by
women and Hispanic farmers against the USDA.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/11/19/statement-president-senate-passa...  12/28/2010
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Statement from Agriculture Secretary Vilsack on Congressional Action on Pigford
Settlement

WASHINGTON, Nov. 19, 2010 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack issued the following
statement on Pigford settlement agreement funding today approved by the U.S. Senate:

"President Obama and I pledged not only to treat all farmers fairly and equally, but to right
the wrongs of the past for farmers who faced discrimination. Today, the Senate took a bold step
and provided the funding to give relief to black farmers who have suffered from discrimination
that is well-documented and has been affirmed by the courts. I want to commend Senator Reid,
Senator Grassley, and the bipartisan coalition of Senators for their leadership in working to
right these wrongs.

"This announcement marks a major milestone in USDA's efforts to turn the page on a sad
chapter in our history. Civil rights is a top priority of mine, and since coming to USDA, I have
implemented a comprehensive program to correct past errors, learn from mistakes, and take
definitive action to ensure that all of our customers are treated fairly. This announcement is yet
another step to help move us forward into a new era as a model employer and premier service
provider."

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/tut/p/c5S/1ZDLDoJADEU_qeUSuFQgA2EQF)yEjRkNEg...
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Statement by the President on the Senate Passage of the Claims
Settlement Act of 2010

Posted By Publius On November 19, 2010 @ 5:41 pm In News, Obama, Politics, pigford | 58
Comments

I applaud the Senate for passing the Claims Settlement Act of 2010, which will at long last
provide funding for the agreements reached in the Pigford II iawsuit, brought by African
American farmers, and the Cobell lawsuit, brought by Native Americans over the
management of Indian trust accounts and resources. I particularly want to thank Attorney
General Holder and Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack for their continued work to achieve this
outcome. I urge the House to move forward with this legislation as they did earlier this year,
and I look forward to signing it into law.

This bill also includes settlements for four separate water rights suits made by Native
American tribes. I support these settlements and my Administration is committed to
addressing the water needs of tribal communities. While these legislative achievements
reflect important progress, they also serve to remind us that much work remains to be done.
That is why my Administration also continues to work to resolve claims of past discrimination
made by women and Hispanic farmers against the USDA.
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Secretary Salazar Lauds Senate Passage of Five Historic Indian
Country Settlements to Resolve Cobell Litigation and to Deliver
Clean Water to Indian Communities

11/19/2010

Contact: Kendra Barkoff (DOI) (202) 208-6416

Washington, D.C. - Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today lauded Senate approval of
legislation to authorize implementation of the Cobell Settlement, a $3.4 billion agreement that
will resolve the long-running and highly contentious class action lawsuit regarding the U.S.
government's trust management and accounting of individual American Indian trust accounts.

Salazar also commended the Senate for approving four major water rights settlements — totaling
more than $1 billion - for American Indian tribes that will help deliver clean drinking water to
Indian communities and provide certainty to water users across the West. The settlements were
included in an omnibus package that cleared the Senate today.

“With the Senate’s approval of the Cobell settlement and the four Indian water rights
settlements, this is a day that will be etched in our memories and our history books,” said
Secretary Salazar. “The Cobell settlement honorably and responsibly addresses long-standing
injustices and is a major step forward in President Obama’s agenda of reconciliation and
empowerment for Indian nations. | am also deeply proud of the passage of the four water rights
settlements that will deliver clean drinking water to Indian communities, end decades of
controversy and contention among neighboring communities, and provide certainty to water
users across the West. The progress we have made over the last two years in reaching critical
Indian country settlements is unprecedented and | am hopeful that the House will soon act to
pass these settlements as well.”

“The water settlements that passed today are nothing short of historic for Indian nations,” said
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Larry Echo Hawk. “The parties o these settlements are to
be commended for their willingness io work together rather than stay locked in an endless cycle
of litigation. These settlements will meet the needs of tribes as well as neighboring communities
through provisions for sharing shortages and investing in critical infrastructure needs.”

Backaround on the Cobell Settlement

http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/Secretary-Salazar-Lauds-Senate-Passage-of-Five-...  12/28/2010
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Over the past 14 years, the class action litigation, filed by Elouise Cobell in 1996, included
hundreds of motions, seven full trials, 22 motions and dozens of rulings and appeals. Under the
negotiated agreement announced on Dec. 8, 2009, litigation would end regarding the federal
government’s performance of an historical accounting for trust accounts maintained by the
United States on behalf of more than 300,000 individual indians. A fund of $1.4 billion would be
distributed to class members to compensate them for their historical accounting claims, and to
resolve potential claims that prior U.S. officials mismanaged the administration of trust assets.

In addition, to address the continued proliferation of thousands of new trust accounts caused by
the "fractionation” of land interests through succeeding generations, the settlement establishes
a $2 billion fund for the voluntary buy-back and consolidation of fractionated land interests. The
land consolidation program will provide individual American Indians with an opportunity to obtain
cash payments for divided land interests and free up the land for the benefit of tribal
communities.

Additional Information is available at the following sites: www.cobellsettlement.com. The
Department of the Interior website: www.doi.gov. The Office of the Special Trustee website:
www.doi.gov/ost.

Background on the Four Indian Water Rights Settlements that Passed Today

Federal law provides that Tribes have a right to water to meet the needs of their reservations.
These rights can be quantified through either litigation or settlement. The Obama Administration
has re-energized the federal government’s commitment to addressing the water needs of Native
American communities through Indian water rights settlements. Following negotiations involving
States, Tribes, and other stakeholders, all four of the settlements approved today were
supported in letters sent by the Administration. This level of Administration support for Indian
water rights settlements in a single Congress is unprecedented.

The four settlements contained in the legislation approved by Congress today inciude:

White Mountain Apache Tribe in Arizona: The centerpiece of the settlement is the
construction of the White Mountain Apache Tribe rural water system, which will greatly expand
the current water delivery system to meet the very critical needs of the reservation.

Crow Tribe in Montana: This settlement will ensure safe drinking water for the reservation as
well as provide for the rehabilitation of the Crow lrrigation Project, which is in a dire state of
disrepair. The existing drinking water system on the Crow reservation has significant
deficiencies in capacity and water quality that have resulted in health problems.

Aamodt in New Mexico: The Aamodt settlement ends one of the longest running water rights
cases in the federal court system, with nearly 43 years of litigation yielding little in the way of
results. The settlement provides for the construction of a regional water system 1o serve the
Pueblos of Tesuque, Nambe, Pojoaque, and San lldefonso as well as surrounding communities
in northern New Mexico, with a non-federal cost share of 40 percent.

Pueblo of Taos in New Mexico: The Taos settlement solidifies and makes permanent water-
sharing arrangements between the Pueblo of Taos and neighboring communities. The
settlement also protects and restores the Pueblo of Taos’s Buffalo Pasture, a culturally sensitive
and sacred wetland.

Following action in the Senate, the House is expected to take up the omnibus package after the
Thanksgiving recess. The Department of the Interior would begin implementation of settlements
once they are signed into law by the President.

#iH#
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White House Statement on Passage of Claims
Settlement Act of 2010

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 19, 2010

Statement by the President on the Senate Passage of the Claims Settlement Act of 2010

I applaud the Senate for passing the Claims Settlement Act of 2010, which will at long last provide funding for the
agreements reached in the Pigford I1 lawsuit, brought by African American farmers, and the Cobell lawsuit, brought
by Native Americans over the management of Indian trust accounts and resources. I particularly want to thank
Attorney General Holder and Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack for their continued work to achieve this outcome. Iurge

the House to move forward with this legislation as they did earlier this year, and T look forward to signing it into law.

This bill also includes settlements for four separate water rights suits made by Native American tribes. I support
these settlements and my Administration is committed to addressing the water needs of tribal communities. While
these legislative achievements reflect important progress, they also serve to remind us that much work remains to be
done. That is why my Administration also continues to work to resolve claims of past discrimination made by women

and Hispanic farmers against the USDA.
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I am pleased that today, the House has joined the Senate in passing the Claims Settlement Act of 2010, This before the Gelebration airs.

important legistation wil fund the agreemenis reached in the Pigford 1 lawsuit, brought by African American

farmers, and the Cobell lawsuit, brought by Native Americans over the management of Indian trust accounts and
resources. | want 1o thank Atlormey General Holder and Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack for all their work to reach Photos:
this outcome, and | applaud Congress for acting in a bipartisan fashion to bring this painful chapter in our nation's Troops on Chri
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history to a close.

This bill also provides funding for settlements reached in four separate water rights suits brought by Native
American tribes, and it represents a significant step forward in addressing the water needs of indian Country. Yet,
while today's vote demonstrates important progress, we must remember that much work remains to be done. And
my Administration wilt continue our efforts 1o resclve claims of past discrimination made by women and Hispanic

farmers and others in a fair and timely manner.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Attorney General Holder, Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack Applaud Final Passage of the Claims Settlement Act

WASHINGTON -~ Today, the Departments of Justice, Interior and Agriculture applauded the bipartisan House passage of the Claims Settlement Act. The act, which
recently passed the Senate, will provide long-awaited funding for the agreements reached in the Pigford II lawsuit, brought by African American farmers; the Cobell
lawsuit, brought by Native Americans over the management of Indian trust accounts and resources; and four separate water rights suits made by Native American tribes.
President Barack Obama has said that he will sign the legisiation into law.

"These are truly historic settlements that do not only resolve litigation, but also offer a new relationship between many deserving Americans and the federal agencies that
play an important role in their lives," said Attorney General Eric Holder. "Bringing this litigation to a close has been a priority for this administration, and today’s vote in
Congress is a significant, historic achievement. These cases provide fair deals for the plaintiffs and for the American taxpayers.”

“Congress’ approval of the Cobell settlement and the four Indian water rights settlements is nothing short of historic for Indian nations,” Secretary of the Interior Ken
Salazar said. "The settlements honorably and responsibly address long-standing injustices and represent a major step forward in President Obama’s agenda to empower
tribal governments, fulfill our trust responsibilities to tribal members and help tribal leaders build safer, stronger, healthier and more prosperous communities.”

“President Obama and I made a firm commitment not only to treat all farmers fairly and eqgually, but to right the wrongs in USDA’s past,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack. "T applaud those who took this historic step to ensure black farmers who faced discrimination by their government finally receive justice. And I commend those
who led this fight in the U.8. Congress and I am thankf{ul for their unwavering determination. Today’s vote will help the Department of Agriculture move beyond this sad
chapter in history. The bill that passed the Senate and House includes strong protections against waste, fraud, and abuse to ensure integrity of the claims process. In the
months and years ahead, we will not stop working to move the Department into a new era as a model employer and premier service provider. We also must continue the
good work we started to resolve all remaining administrative claims.”

10-1367 Attorney General

http://www.justice.gov/printf{/PrintOut2.jsp 12/26/2010
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Statement from Agriculture Secretary Vilsack on Final Passage of the Claims Settlement
Act

WASHINGTON, November 30, 2010 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today issued
the following statement on the final passage of the Claims Settlement Act:

"President Obama and I made a firm commitment not only to treat all farmers fairly and
equally, but to right the wrongs in USDA's past. I applaud those who took this historic step to
ensure black farmers who faced discrimination by their government finally receive justice. And
I commend those who led this fight in the U.S. Congress and I am thankful for their
unwavering determination.

"Today's vote will help the Department of Agriculture move beyond this sad chapter in
history. The bill that passed the Senate and House includes strong protections against waste,
fraud, and abuse to ensure integrity of the claims process.

"In the months and years ahead, we will not stop working to move the Department into a
new era as a model employer and premier service provider. We also must continue the good
work we started to resolve all remaining administrative claims.”

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/!ut/p/c5/1ZC9Do]QDIUfqQUU30uoQIAAXgZ-hMWgQ...
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Chairman Tim Kaine's Statement on Passage of the Claims Settlement Act of 2010

Movembsr 30

Washington, DO~ Today, the House of Fepresentatives followed the
Senate in voting to approve the Claims Setflernent Act of 2010, which
provides funding for the USDA to right past cases of discrimination against
black farmers. Following passage of that legistation, DNC Chairman Tim
Kalne released the iollowing statement:
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Administration officials tout Claims Settlement Act

By LORNA THACKERAY, Billings Gazette | Posted: Tuesday, November 30, 2010 12:00 am

BILLINGS — Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack and high-ranking officials from the U.S. departments of Agriculture and
Interior on Monday urged the U.S. House of Representatives to quickly approve legislation that will resolve longstanding
discrimination lawsuits and Indian water rights issues.

In a telephone press conference from Washington, D.C., administration officials said the Claims Settlement Act of 2010
intent to “right past wrongs” is a priority for President Barack Obama. The price tag for the package is about $5.5 billion.

The bill, which could be taken up in the House as soon as late this week, is important for Montana, too. Final approval would
mean million of dollars for Montana Indians with interests in trust lands and hundreds of millions for the Crow Tribe in a
water compact agreement.

The Claims Act packages together settlement of a lawsuit (Pigford IT) filed by black farmers against the USDA alleging
discrimination in lending practices and a lawsuit (Cobell v Salazar) filed by Native Americans who charged the Department
of Interior with mismanaging billions of dollars in Individual Indian Money trust accounts.

Both are longstanding class-action cases. Cobell was filed 14 years ago. Elouise Cobell, a member of Montana’s Blackfeet
Tribe, was one of the lead plaintiffs. The Pigford 11 settlement amounts to about $1.15 billion, while the Cobell settlement
involves $3.4 billion.

Water rights settlements in the bill add $1 billion to the total, including $461 million for the Crow Tribe to implement a water
compact. The compact quantifies the southeast Montana tribe’s water rights and provides funding for water projects on the
reservation.

“Truly this is an historic settlement,” Deputy Attorney General Thomas Perrilli said. “These cases have been going on in the
courts for decades.”

He praised the Cobell settlement as critical both in its focus on the past and the future. The settlement agreement includes
$1.25 billion for compensation to individual Indians with trust accounts and $1.9 billion for consolidating fractionated land
interests.

Because land interests have been fractionated through many generations, hundred of people can own interests in a small
parcel of land. Fractionated interests can make land development impossible because of the necessity of getting approval of a
majority of owners.

The settiement provides funds to buy fractionated interests from willing sellers and consolidate them to the tribes, Deputy
Secretary of Interior David Hayes said.

“It will unlock tremendous land potential for the tribes,” he said.
Settlement of the Cobell lawsuit includes about $87 million for 33,600 Montana Indians with income-earning interests in trust
lands. The income comes from agricultural leases, timber leases and oil and gas leases. Most account holders will receive

between $500 and $1,500, but those with higher income properties could receive much more.

The Senate has already approved the legislation. Unless the House does the same before the end of the year, both houses must
start over with the approval process in the next session.

http://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/article_af821556-fc4d-11df-8aa0-001ccdc03...  12/28/2010
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Turning the Page on Discrimination at USDA
ad by Secretary Tom Vilsack ¢

Cross-posted fron the USDA blog.

Since my first day as Secretary of Agriculture in January 2009, President Obama and | have made resolving

USDA's troubled civil rights record one of our tap priorities. Today we have taken an important step forward in this

work as the House of Representatives joined the Senate in passing the Claims Settlement Act of 2010 fo finally
allow USDA to turn the page on past discriminalion against black farmers. The inequities many faced are well-
documented and affirmed in the courts; however, the question of compensation has lingered.
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The Claims Setllement Act will allow those that have been waiting to get the relief they deserve and have lohg been
promised. USDA has worked with Congress to include strong protections against waste, fraud, and abuse and

ensure that only deserving applicants are reimbursed under this settlement.
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to applaud the Senate’s choice o approve the fully paid-for $1.15 biffion settfement and 1o urge the House to
finalize this long-awaited resolution. | applaud the House for acting so quickly, as we can focus our attention on
resolving other cases and claims.
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Turning the Page on Discrimination at USDA

Posted by Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, on November 30, 2010 at 2:07 PM

Since my first day as Secretary of Agriculture in January 2009, President Obama and I have made resolving USDA’s troubled civil rights record one of our
top priorities. Today we have taken an important step forward in this work as the House of Representatives joined the Senate in passing the Claims Settlement
Act of 2010 to finally allow USDA to turn the page on past discrimination against black farmers. The inequities many faced are well-documented and
affirmed in the courts; however, the question of compensation has lingered.

The Claims Settlement Act will allow those that have been waiting to get the relief they deserve and have long been promised. USDA has worked with
Congress to include strong protections against waste, fraud, and abuse and ensure that only deserving applicants are reimbursed under this settlement.

On Monday, I joined a conference call (audio) with representatives from the Department of the Interior and Justice to applaud the Senate’s choice to approve
the fully paid-for $1.15 billion settlement and to urge the House to finalize this long-awaited resolution. I applaud the House for acting so quickly, as we can
focus our attention on resolving other cases and claims.

I’m proud of the many critical steps we’ve taken in the past months to right the wrongs of the past, but more work remains to be done. I have put into action
an all-encompassing program to correct our past errors, learn from those mistakes, and outline definitive action to ensure there will be no missteps in the
future. The process has been long and often difficult, but we can’t wait any longer to close this sad chapter in USDA’s history.
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One Response to “Turning the Page on Discrimination at USDA”

1. * Melinda J G Hyman says:
11/30/2010 at 10:27 PM

Please don’t turn the page yet The Emanuel Freeman Sr case is still pending in a dispute with The USDA & FSA dept. This case needs urgent
attention. We have been constantly denied our right’s. There needs to be some intervention. Denied to become a Century Farm when we have been 1
family owning The Freeman Estate for 105 years ,we have been denied goverment programs.
There has been limited transparency to resolve our great great grandfather’s and ancestor’s estates.No closure road blocks to apply for probate. Trustee’s
that won’t contact us undertone threat’s.So our family can’t even enjoy the inheritance. Two family graveyards that our ancestor’s repectful remains are
being disrepected. The Freeman family can’t even feel comfortable about visiting what do we do?
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Fulfilling Our Promise in Indian Country
. s

v Secretary Ken Salazar o

Two years ago, President Barack Obama vowed that this administration would work with Native Americans to
empower tribal governments, fulfilf our trust responsibiliies to tribal members and help tribal leaders build safer,
stronger, healthier and more prosperous communities.

Today we took a giant step toward {ulfilling that promise with Congressional approval of five major settlements for
Indian country that are nothing short of historic.

First, Congress has authorized the Qobell sett i, an agreement that will resotve the 14-year, highly contentious
class action lawsuit regarding the U.5. government's trust management and accounting of individual American
indian trust accounts. The setifernent honorably and responsibly addresses long-standing Injustices and

demonstrates President Obama's commitment o reconciliation and empowerment for indian nations.

The setternent also establishes a $1.9 bitlion fund for the voluntary buy-back and consolidation of fractionated land
interests to address the continued profiferation of thousands of new trust accounts caused by the division of land
interests through succeeding generations and for other trust related activities. The land consolidation program will
provide individual indians with an oppontunity to consolidate and transter divided ownership interests to thelr tribat
governments, where they will remain in trust for the benelfit of tribal communities. Individual Indians will receive cash
payments for these transfers and, as an additionat incentive, transfers will trigger government payments into a 860
miflion Indian scholarship fund.

Second, Congress approved four Indian water rights settlerents - totaling more than $1 billion - that will deliver
clean drinking water to tribes in New Mexico, Arizona and Montana. For these communities, the permanent water
supply will offer economic security and end decades of water aliocation controversy and contertion among
neighboring communities.

Administration support for four water rights settlements in a single Congress is unprecedented. The settlemerts
reflect the willingness of the parties, including stale, tribal and other stakehclders, as well as this administration's
commitment, to work together constructively rather than stay locked in an endless cycle of litigation.

The Obama administration is making progress along a wide front in fulfitting the president's pledge to our First
Amaricans, investing hundreds of millions of recovery doliars in new schools and roads, strengthening tribal law
enforcerment, improving Indian education and speeding land into trust to expand tribal resource bases.

Bt there is no doubt that much work remains. That is why President Obama announced that he is hosting a second
White House Tribal Netions Conference December 16 1o build upon our commitment o strengthen the nation-to-

nation refationship with Indian country.

Native Americans must be full partners in our nation's economy, thrive in safe communities, and have equal access
to quality education and health care.

Step by step - as with the passage of Cobell and the four historic water rights setlements - we are getting there.
Ken Salazar is the Secretary of the Interior
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Media Conference Call on 2010 Farm Income Forecasts, Trade, Statistics and Final
Passage of Pigford II Settlement

Wednesday, December 1, 2010

MODERATOR: Hello, everyone. I'm Susan Carter, and thank you for joining us for today’s
media conference call.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack is here in the studio, and he is going to be discussing a
host of topics, including the new 2010 Farm Income Forecast and the trade statistics, as well as
recent congressional action, including final passage of the Pigford II Settlement Agreement.
And, of course, while we are here on the air at this moment, the child nutrition bill is being
debated on the House floor.

If you'd like to join in and participate in today's media conference, let us know by pressing
Star/1 on your touchtone pad, and with that, I turn it over to the Secretary.

SECRETARY VILSACK: Susan, thanks very much, and thanks for all who are on the call
today.

As we just concluded the Thanksgiving holiday, the Farm Income Report that was
published yesterday by USDA gives us another reason to be thankful for American farmers and
ranchers and growers. They are helping to lead this country's economic recovery, and we
received encouraging news from Farm Country and Rural America yesterday.

Despite the fact that American agriculture has struggled through difficult economic times,
the 2008 farm bill, the efforts of the Obama administration and the Recovery Act, and most
importantly of all, the hard work and resilience of American farmers and ranchers and growers
have helped put America agriculture on the road to recovery.

All three measures of farm sector earnings have experienced a rapid rebound in 2010, up
from double-digit declines in 2009, and looking even better than they did in August when we
had our last projected income report. Net cash income is now expected to rise nearly 34 percent
from 2009 levels, which is 28, almost 29, percent above the previous 10 year average. At the
same time, net value-added at $132 billion is expected to be up $20 biliion from 2009, and this
represents a 22 percent increase above the 10 year average.

An increase in the value of livestock production accounted for a good deal of the upward
movement in net value-added, and the value of dairy production, which is important to note, is
projected to rise to almost 30 percent, animal production nearly 17 percent, and poultry and egg
production nearly 10 percent.

Additionally, this also reflects itself in farm asset values pointing to a sustainable recovery.
According to today's numbers, farmers are earning more for their products than they made last
year, and that's making a real difference for American farm families whose household income
overall is set to rise by nearly 8 percent over 2009.

The recovery that we're seeing is sectorwide. The forecast for higher farm income in 2010
is responding to cash receipts in all of the livestock categories, led, as I said earlier, by the
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double-digit growth in meat, animals, and dairy products. We'll see cash receipts for cotton,
soybean, and corn expected to increase nearly $9.4 billion. Livestock receipts are expected to
increase by $20 billion in 2010, led by surges in cash receipts for dairy and hogs.

As I said, a combination of factors have led to this successful report, but first and forenost,
it's the dedication and hard work of America's farm families, ranch families, and growers.
They're second to none. They've worked extraordinarily hard to keep their debt low and to
capitalize on broad economic opportunities. They have an extraordinary willingness to adapt,
innovate, and embrace new research and technologies that ensure success, and 1 think this will
ensure success for decades to come. And we continue to maintain a strong safety net for those
farmers who, because of weather or market conditions, have had some difficulty.

One of the important driving factors in this recovery and an increase in income is our area
of agricultural exports, and again we received an excellent report yesterday about the prospects
for export markets in 2011, announced that U.S. farm exports in fiscal year 2011 are forecast to
set an all-time record high of $126.5 billion. This is up $13.5 billion from the August forecast
and almost $18 billion from the final FY10 export numbers. The new high exceeds fiscal year
2008, which was formerly the highest level on record at 114-, almost $115, billion, and it
exceeds it, as you can tell, by over $11 billion.

Agriculture continues to be one of the major sectors of the American economy that has a

trade surplus. Based on our projections, we're looking at a $41 billion surplus in this fiscal year.

Obviously that not only means better incomes for farmers, ranchers, and growers, but it also
means more job opportunities for Americans. This forecast I think demonstrates the
extraordinary demand for U.S. food and agriculture around the world and that it's stronger than
ever.

We're seeing sales surging in China, Southeast Asia, North America, and the Middle Fast.
Just recently we had Chinese officials here signing a very large soybean contract, and soybean
exports are forecast to be up by more $5 billion, due in part to that demand in China and in the
EU.

Grains are up nearly $4 billion, due mostly to higher corn and wheat export prices. Wheat
exports are expected to benefit from those high prices. And cotton exports are also forecasted
up as global stocks are tightening. Beef exports are forecasted on strong Asian demand. We're
keeping an eye on horticultural exports that are expected to be down slightly, but our hope is
that over time we can increase those numbers as well.

One final point about trade, and that is that Asia accounts for more than half of the
increased forecast, with China up more than any other market, $2.5 billion increase to $17.5
billion, and this is an important number because it's only a half-a-billion dollars less than
Canada, our number-one trading export partner, is expected to do business with the United
States. So it shows the importance of China in future agricultural trade opportunities.

As I say, this is particularly encouraging news for all Americans as we try to deal with
economic difficulties. For those living in rural America and earning a living at farming,
ranching, and agriculture-related industries, this indicates additional income. And for those
who work as a result of agricultural trade, increasing our surplus and increasing agricultural
trade, for every billion dollars we do that, it supports an additional 8,000 jobs, and we see
agricultural exports alone in fiscal year 2011 expected to support more than a million U.S. jobs,
$0 a good set of positive outcomes.

I want to take this opportunity to briefly acknowledge the work of the Senate and the
House in passing the Pigford II settlement appropriation. I have spoken to leaders in both the
House and the Senate to express my personal appreciation for the work that was done, the work
that was done in a bipartisan way in the Senate to strengthen the bill, and the work that was
done in the House in passing it, and we look forward to implementing the settlement in a fair
and equitable and timely way. We're also hopeful that today marks an historic opportunity for
America's children to receive better nutrition and better access to nutrition in school lunch and
school breakfast if Congress is able to pass the Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act.
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So, with that, Susan, I'd be happy to try to answer any questions.

MODERATOR: We will go to our lines, but just to let you know, if you want to get in on
this call, press Star/1 on your touchtone pad.

And we'll go to Jeff Nalley with Cromwell Ag Radio. Jeff?

QUESTIONER (Cromwell Ag Radio): Mr. Secretary, thanks for your time, and happy
holidays to you, sir. A question as it relates to estate taxes. Bob Stallman, President of Farm
Bureau, yesterday suggesting that the estate tax, according to the USDA, would hit 13 percent
of the largest, most productive farms in the country, do you see this as a matter of concern for
the security of food in the country if these largest, most productive farms are targeted by this
estate tax, that ultimately they'd have to sell off to survive?

SECRETARY VILSACK: You know, I see this as a matter of concern to all of us who are
interested in making sure that rural America remains vibrant and strong. I fully expect and
anticipate that as Congress deals with a variety of tax issues, that the estate tax will be
something that they do deal with, and my hope and belief is that exemption levels that will be
created will be large enough to cover 99.9 percent, if you will, of most farming operations and
ranching operations in this country.

I think it is an important topic. I think people are well aware of the need for some kind of
exemption level that reassures America’s farm families and ranch families that they're not
necessarily going to lose the farm because of a death in the family.

QUESTIONER (Cromwell Ag Radio): One of the concerns to follow is that if those lands
are ultimately sold to raise the tax revenue, chances are, with what we've seen lately, it
wouldn't go back to a farmer but some more to an investor, and that's a shifting of intentions of
the revenue.

SECRETARY VILSACK: Well, you know, I think it's always difficult to talk about
hypotheticals. I prefer to take a look at things as they are today, and my expectation and belief
is that there is going to be action on this, and I don't think it's going to be helpful for us to
project or hypothesize what the consequences might be. Let's see what happens. My belief,
again, is that the Congress is going to take action to make sure that there's adequate protections
in place for farm families.

There are also in the law today a variety of ways in which taxes that are to be paid can be
paid over an extended period of time at very low interest rates. So there may be lots of options
here, but first and foremost, let's focus on getting an exemption level that's high enough to
reassure people that they're not going to have to sell the farm.

MODERATOR: All right. Our next caller on the line is Tom Steever, with Brownfield
Radio. Tom?

QUESTIONER (Brownfield Radio): Thank you. And, Mr. Secretary, concerning the
Pigford II settlement, Congressman Steve King of lowa is suggesting fraud in the settlement
and suggests also that it be investigated and voted against, in this case, in the House. Comment
on that.

SECRETARY VILSACK: Well, I'm just disappointed that Representative King took this
opportunity to suggest something for which there is absolutely no proof. We've not yet
instituted the settiement, and the reality is that inherent in the settlement, inherent in the law
that was passed, as a result of bipartisan work in the Senate, led in part by Senator Grassley,
there are provisions that involve a neutral third-party arbitrator taking a look at evidence to
determine whether or not there is an indication by substantial evidence or preponderance of
evidence that discrimination took place.

There is the provision requiring the Comptroller General to review the implementation of
this settlement. There is a requirement that the Inspector General of the USDA also be engaged
in conducting audits. And finally, there is the need for the court to essentially approve the final
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accounting of the settlement proceeds. So that there are a number of steps inherent in the
settlement which, again, a bipartisan group of Senators worked on, Senator Grassley from my
homestate, Representative King's homestate, was very much involved in this. And prior history
would suggest that there was very little evidence of this in Pigford 1.

We're obviously going to be sensitive and aware of the need to make sure that those who
have been discriminated against receive their appropriate measure of justice and that we do our
very level best to make sure that folks who are not entitled to relief don't get relief.

MODERATOR: We move on now to our next caller, Matt Kaye, from Berns Bureau. Matt?

QUESTIONER (Berns Bureau): Yes. Secretary, thanks so much for taking my call. Can
you bring us up to date? Are there any new developments on the continuing negotiations with
South Korea on the beef front? And also we haven't heard for a number of weeks now about
efforts to negotiate some kind of agreement with the Mexicans on the trucking dispute, which,
as you know, has resulted in additional retaliation against our meat and other produce.

SECRETARY VILSACK: I can tell you that negotiations are ongoing with the Koreans as
we speak. I believe that there is a delegation or group that's meeting in the United States today
and will continue to meet in the hopes of reaching an agreement on the two issues that I think
are still being discussed, automobiles being one of them and beef being the second issue.

We're hopeful that ultimately the negotiations result in an opening, a true opening, of that
market, that is consistent with international standards and rules and consistent with science. We
think if that happens, then it creates another opportunity for us to go into other countries in the
region to make the same case that these markets that have been closed for a considerable period
of time need to be reopened. And, of course, if and when they are, that will obviously add
significantly to the numbers we talked about here today, which are record-breaking export
numbers.

So we're going to continue to work hard. That's I think one of the reasons why we've seen
increase in exports, is the individualized attention we're giving to individual countries in our
new strategic approach to trade. I know that every dollar of export assistance that we've
provided at USDA in the last year has generated $35 of trade activity, so we're going to
continue to look for those leveraging opportunities. The hope is that these negotiations get
resolved quickly.

On the Mexican issue, I'll be traveling later this month to Mexico to meet with my
counterpart. We continue to encourage Secretary LaHood and others to continue working on
this truck issue. I think he is well aware of my concerns about the tariffs that have been
imposed and the impact it's having, particularly on a number of our specialty crops in
particular, and now being expanded recently to pork and other items. We've obviously got to
get this resolved. My hope and belief is that this gets resolved sooner rather than later, and we
will do everything we can to facilitate that resolution, but it is not something that I directly
have control over. We are just simply encouraging the Transportation folks to iron out
whatever details need to be ironed out to get this thing done.

MODERATOR: Moving right along, we go to the National Journal's Jerry Hagstrom. Jerry.

QUESTIONER (National Journal): Good morning, Mr. Secretary. On Friday morning,
there is going to be a hearing in Federal District Court in Washington about the status of the
women's and Hispanic cases, and the lawyers in those cases are contending that even though
the court has not declared these to be class certified suits, that USDA and DOJ could treat them
like that, and that also that the process that they have put in place is going to make it much
more complicated for Hispanic or women farmers to make claims than it is for black or Native
American farmers. Is this still in negotiation, this settlement, or where do you view it as
standing?

SECRETARY VILSACK: Jerry, thanks for that question, and it's a complicated set of
questions that you've asked, and I think it requires me to sort of lay the groundwork for those
who are listening about this.
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There is a significant difference, two significant differences, between the Pigford 11
litigation which Congress appropriated money for and the Love and Garcia claims, which
you've alluded to as the Hispanic and women cases.

The first difference is that the Supreme Court of the United States denied class certification
to the Garcia plaintiffs and I believe also to the Love plaintiffs, but clearly neither one of those
two cases were certified as a class action, which means that there is not a single case
representing multitudes of farmers who are alleging discrimination, but there are in fact
individual separate cases for each and every farmer who believes they've been discriminated
against. So it could conceivably be thousands of individual cases.

Because it's not been certified as a class action and because the Supreme Court has spoken,
at least on Garcia, that it ought not to be a class action, we have to treat these as individual
cases, and what our belief is that what we need to do in an effort to try to give folks a choice to
resolve their case is to give them an option to either pursue litigation on an individual basis or
to accept a settlement that we're in the process of finalizing that we'll make available hopefully
very soon. And in that settlement, the procedures that will be followed are very closely aligned
to the procedures that are being utilized in the Keepseagle litigation, which has been settled,
and the Pigford litigation, which now we can move forward on.

So there may be slight differences and slight variations, but fundamentally it's about
essentially you asserting a claim, providing enough substantial evidence, documentary
evidence, of the fact that you tried to do business or you did do business with USDA and you
were not treated fairly or you were discriminated against vis-a-vis another class of farmers and
that you are, as a result, entitled to receive compensation. And the second difference is that we
don't have to have an appropriation from Congress for Garcia/Love; this is something that can
be resolved, as is the case with virtually every other claim against the United States from the
Judgment Fund.

So it's not been certified as a class action, so it means it's individual lawsuits, and so
individual plaintiffs have to make the decision whether or not to resolve their dispute with the
Government or to proceed to court. We've created and will create a process very similar to
what's being done and will be done for Native American and black farmers, and we've done
and will continue to do a significant amount of outreach to make sure that we get the message
out about what the process is.

So Idon't think I agree with the characterization that it's fundamentally different or it's
more cumbersome or it's more difficult than what other folks have to do, and I don't think it's
necessarily, in light of the Supreme Court's determination, something that we can revisit in
terms of class certification.

MODERATOR: Back to the callers on the line. Mike Hergert from Red River Farm
Network. Mike.

QUESTIONER (Red River Farm Network): Thank you very much, Susan, and Mr.
Secretary. There is a judge in San Francisco yesterday; he said that Roundup Ready sugar beet
stecklings have to be destroyed. To my knowledge, this is the first destruction of biotech crops.
Your comment, and would you plan or recommend an appeal?

SECRETARY VILSACK: First of all, let me make sure that we're clear about what the
judge decided and what folks are saying about what the judge decided. There's a difference. If
you take a look at the order that the court entered, he did not request or order a destruction of
the stecklings, he ordered that they be taken up out of the ground. That's a fundamental
difference, and I think it's important to clarify that difference.

We are - we meaning USDA - is currently engaged in discussions with the Department of
Justice about next steps and what the options are relative to appeal. I don't want to preempt
those conversations and discussions. I would say that we recognize the significance of this to
growers and the concerns that are being raised as a result of the uncertainty. And I think that it
raises a larger set of questions generally about the need for us at some point in time to have a
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much better system, if you will, than we have today that creates a circumstance where a single
judge can essentially decide whether someone gets to farm or doesn't get to farm.

We need to do better for American farmers and ranchers, and we need to figure out ways in
which those who wish to do biotech and those who wish to do organic can live together in the
same universe and be able to do what they think is best for their operation. That is not an easy
thing to accomplish; it's not an easy thing to talk about. It's very complex and very difficult.
We're going to have more to say about that later, but I would say let's be clear about what the
judge did and didn't do. He didn't order destruction; he ordered that they be removed from the
ground. And we will be deciding very shortly what the next step is reference to that litigation.

MODERATOR: We have enough time for two more questions. We go to Kevin Bogardus
with the Hill Newspaper. And after that, that will be Philip Brasher with the Des Moines
Register. Philip? Ken? Kevin?

QUESTIONER (Hill Newspaper): Thanks for doing this, Mr. Secretary. Just following up
on the question about Hispanic and women farmers. One complaint from lawyers you've
already addressed is the process, but another complaint is that it's not the same amount of funds
that's on the table from USDA that at least has been given to black farmers. I think there was
supposed to be a pot of $1.33 billion that will be split between Hispanic and women farmers
while black farmers just by themselves are 1.15- or 1.25 billion. I was just wondering if you
could address that.

SECRETARY VILSACK: And I think it's really, really important for people to understand
these numbers. Essentially what Congress has made available is an amount up to 1.25 billion
for African-American, for black farmers. It is possible that not all of that will be needed. It
depends on how many claims are ultimately determined to be appropriate claims entitled to
compensation, how many folks opt for Track A, which is a $50,000 track, and how many folks
opt for Track B, which could be potentially a larger amount, and how many of those folks are
ultimately denied because they have insufficient proof of discrimination. So it's a little
premature for anyone, for anyone, to suggest that numbers are either the same or not the same.
We simply don't know.

What we do know is that this money is being made available and that folks have the
capacity to opt into one of those two tracks with reference to black farmers.

Now, the Garcia and Love folks, the same thing holds true. We don't know that there is
going to be a significant difference in the amount of money that's being paid to any of these
claimants because we don't know how many total number of claims there might be that are
ultimately found to be appropriate. And so it may very well be that there is absolute equity
here, and that certainly is the goal, that's certainly what we're going to work towards, and that's
certainly what we're committed to trying to achieve as best we can.

I should also say that the reason why there is no Track B in the Garcia and Love case is
because it wasn't certified as a class action, which means that we don't have the capacity to
settle every case within the confines of one court proceeding. Each individual plaintiff has to
make that decision for themselves, which is why we give them the option potentially to settle
with us for an amount up to $50,000 plus debt relief if they have a direct loan with USDA and
tax, which is very similar to what the Pigford Track A is, or they have the option if they believe
they've been damaged to an extent greater than $50,000, they have the option to go into court
and get a larger amount which would be satisfied from the Judgment Fund.

Now, how many people opt for that second option? How many people opt for the first
option? How many folks basically are determined to have legitimate claims? We won't know
and can't know until the process is allowed to move forward and untii we've processed all of
these claims, and this will take, obviously, some time. So I think it is premature for anybody to
make a determination about equity or inequity.

What we do know is that there has been a concerted effort by President Obama and by his
USDA to do what has not been done in many cases for 10, 15, 20, and in some cases 30 years,
which is to try to resolve as many of these cases in as fair and equitable way as possible. This
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has been a concerted effort the President has been behind, a concerted effort that we at USDA
have been behind, and I think it is an historic opportunity for us to close the chapter on what
has been a sordid chapter of civil rights in this USDA and start a new chapter, a new chapter
that not only settles these cases but also is taking a look at our current procedures, working
with our current workforce and cultural transformation to send a very strong message that we
are committed to a USDA that doesn't discriminate.

MODERATOR: We have time for one last question, and that's from Philip Brasher with the
Des Moines Register. Philip?

QUESTIONER (Des Moines Register): Yes, Mr. Secretary. The latest proposal that the
Deficit Commission is working on includes a $15 billion cut in farm and conservation
programs up to 2020. When you did the new SRA crop insurance, you indicated that that was
Agriculture's contribution to deficit reduction. This proposal may not go anywhere on its own,
but do you think that additional cuts of this magnitude are justified in farm spending? And
could you specifically address the proposal in here to shift money to disaster payments to keep
that program, the SURE Program, going, in the next farm bill? Is that something that the
administration would support?

SECRETARY VILSACK: Well, I think it's a little premature to express opinions about the
2012 farm bill. That process has not yet begun in earnest. I've had an opportunity to talk with
the incoming chair of the House Ag Committee, Representative Lucas, about his intentions,
and have talked to the incoming chair of the Senate Committee, Senator Stabenow, about her
intentions, and I think that there is obviously a lot of work that both of those individuals need
to do to get their staffs up to speed to begin a discussion in earnest about the 2012 farm bill.

And 1 don't think it's appropriate for me, given the fact that Congress writes this farm bill,
to suggest what is or isn't appropriate. We will do what we ought to do, which is to provide
assistance to both the House and the Senate as they craft farm bill, and as this process unfolds,
we'll obviously be weighing in with opinions and attitudes about what we think is appropriate.

You know, as far as the Deficit Commission, obviously we have two or three different
ideas out there. The Commission itself has not decided, voted, approved any set of
recommendations, and so I think it's difficult to answer a hypothetical because you don't know
at the end of the day what the Commission is going to vote on, if they're going to vote on
anything. You don't know how that conflicts or is collaborated through other deficit reduction
proposals.

Having said that, this is what I am willing to say. I don't think everyone in Washington,
D.C., is fully aware of the fact that we indeed did do what we did on the crop insurance
renegotiation and that we did commit $4 billion to deficit reduction. And I think it's incumbent
upon anyone who is suggesting any further reductions of significance in any part of the USDA
budget to be fully cognizant and aware of the fact that we've already taken those steps.

I was speaking with a Senator the other day, and he is a fairly knowledgeable guy, and he
had no idea of the $4 billion in savings, and he very much appreciated knowing that, and as he
talked about deficits and so forth, that was a very important piece of information for him to
have.

I can't say that any member of the Deficit Commission is fully cognizant and aware of the
steps that have been taken by USDA. I honestly doubt that they are, and I believe if they were,
it is possible that that might influence the extent or the degree to which they're asking USDA's
budget to carry further reductions.

It's obvious. Everyone in this town knows that the deficit has to be brought under control.
Everyone understands and appreciates that there are going to be some difficult decisions that
have to be made. I think what's appropriate is for everyone in this town to recognize that
USDA didn't have to wait for Deficit Commission to do its work. We stepped up and we
stepped up in a significant way.
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So we'll see what evolves from this point, but my goal now is to make sure that everybody
understands that we've already made a significant commitment, and we will continue to make
sure that whatever happens, that we have an adequate safety net for America's farm families
and ranch families and growers. Why is that necessary? Simply because, despite the fact that
we saw very, very robust income numbers for American agriculture generally, if you take a
look at it on an individual farmer-by-farmer basis, there are still a number of farmers across
this country and a number of ranchers across this country that need a substantial amount of off-
farm income just to be able to keep the farm.

So whether it's a disaster program or whether it's some other type of conservation program
that provides them the assistance and allows them to stay on the farm or on the ranch, that's
important because we want to continue to populate these rural communities. We want to
revitalize this rural economy. We want more people having the chance to farm and ranch, not
fewer. And I think it's very, very important that people understand who is farming, who is
making money in farming, and who is just barely making it, and as they understand it, then
they have perhaps a better understanding of why many of these programs are important.

To your last point, [ know the Iowa Farm Bureau has put forward a provocative and
thoughtful proposal about disaster assistance and a disaster program, and I think that is the kind
of thing that ought to be happening now in terms of farm groups thinking about the future,
thinking about what will best serve America's farmers and ranchers, and the kind of safety that
will actually work and that will do what it needs to do, which is to keep people on the land
when they have tough times.

Clearly, the Congress took a step in establishing the SURE program, but we also found this
year with our supplemental disaster program that there are some commodities that are not
necessarily well served by that program or served at all by that program. So, if Congress is
looking at ways in which it can perfect this disaster program, that might be an avenue of
discussion and conversation, so that we really do move away as best we can from ad hoc year-
by-year disaster programs, and we would certainly work with Congress in that respect.

MODERATOR: Mr. Secretary, we've run out of time. I want to thank you and thank you
for everyone that was on our call today. And that concludes our media conference.
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Attorney General Holder, Secretaries Salazar and
Vilsack Applaud Final Passage of the Claims
Settlement Act

Date: November 30, 2010

Contacts:
USDOJ Office of Public Affairs 202-514-2007 DOI Office of Communications 202- 208-6416 USDA Office of

Communications 202-720-4623
Attorney General Holder, Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack Applaud Final Passage of the Claims Settlement Act

Washington, D.C. — Today, the Departments of Justice, Interior and Agriculture applauded the bipartisan House
passage of the Claims Settlement Act. The Act, which recently passed the Senate, will provide long-awaited funding
for the agreements reached in the Pigford 11 lawsuit, brought by African American farmers; the Cobell lawsuit,
brought by Native Americans over the management of Indian trust accounts and resources; and four separate water

rights suits made by Native American tribes. President Obama has said that he will sign the legislation into law.

“These are truly historic settlements that do not only resolve litigation, but also offer a new relationship between
many deserving Americans and the federal agencies that play an important role in their lives,” said Attorney General
Eric Holder. “Bringing this litigation to a close has been a priority for this Administration, and today’s vote in
Congress Is a significant, historic achievement. These cases provide fair deals for the plaintiffs and for the American

taxpayers.”

“Congress’ approval of the Cobell settlement and the four Indian water rights settlements is nothing short of historic
for Indian nations,” Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar said. “The settlements honorably and responsibly address
long-standing injustices and represent a major step forward in President Obama’s agenda to empower tribal
governments, fulfill our trust responsibilities to tribal members and help tribal leaders build safer, stronger, healthier

and more prosperous communities.”

“President Obama and I made a firm commitment not only to treat all farmers fairly and equally, but to right the
wrongs in USDA’s past,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “I applaud those who took this historic step to
ensure black farmers who faced discrimination by their government finally receive justice. And I commend those who
led this fight in the U.S. Congress and I am thankful for their unwavering determination. Today’s vote will help the

Department of Agriculture move beyond this sad chapter in history. The bill that passed the Senate and House

http://turtletalk. wordpress.com/2010/12/01/attorney-general-holder-secretaries-salazar-an...  12/28/2010
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includes strong protections against waste, fraud, and abuse to ensure integrity of the claims process. In the months
and years ahead, we will not stop working to move the Departiment into a new era as a model employer and premier

service provider. We also must continue the good work we started to resolve all remaining administrative claims.”
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it was a fong time coming, but today the President signed the Claims Resolution Act of 2010. Secretary Vilsack

recently addressed the ant and Secratary Salazar address th
parts of the legisiation. The President released the following statement afterwards:

inford § Sey

Statement by the President on H.R. 4783

Today | have signed into law H.R. 4783, the “Claims Resolution Act of 2010." This Act, among
ather things, provides funding and statutory authorities for the settlement agreements reached in the
Cobelllawsuit, brought by Native Americans; the Pigford Il tawsuit, brought by African American
farmers; and four separate water rights suits, brought by Native American tribes. While | am pleased
that this Act reflects important progress, much work remains 10 be done to address other claims of
past discrimination made by women and Hispanic farmers against the Department of Agriculture as
well as fo address needs of tribal communities.

| am also pleased that the Act includes authorities proposed by my Administration concerning
Unemployment Compensation program integrity, 1o expand the ability of the Federal Government {o
recover from individual income tax overpayments certaln Unemployment Compensation debts
that are due to an individual's falture to repott eanings. My Administration has been working to
protect taxpayer funds through improved recovery of improper Federal payments, and the additional
authorities in this Act will assist in that effort. In order to ensure that the intent and effect of these
program integrity provisions are realized, my Administration is working with the Congress to correct an
inacvertent technical drafting error in section 801(a){(3){C}, so that the provision can be implemented
as intended.

BARACK OBAMA
THE WHITE HOUSE,

December 8, 2010.

Sew more about §

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2010/12/08/president-obama-signs-claims-resolution-ac...
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President Signs Claims Resolution Act of 2010

The blog of record abont Obama

food initiatives, with 1

eporting from

the White House by Bddie Gehman

Kohan, Policy analvsis; events and

SCIPes, menus, {};‘:?}(3{?&‘\}?3&

Signing ceremony for historic $4.6 billion bill for black speeches;

Hshes of USDA and The HilL

former & Native American sefflements: "IT’s about
ObamaFoodorama, B

restoring o sense of trust between the American people

Yol

dgmail.com. Click

and the government,” President says; black former leader

Boyd calls it a "bittersweet victory”

Hailing the moment as a "wonderful occasion” that "after yearsof .

delay provides a small measure of justice,” President Obama late
, . i Ny SUBSCRIBE TO OBFRO
on Wednesday signed the Claims Resolution Act of 2010, $4.6

billion legislation that funds settlements for longstanding suits

against the federal government brought by black farmers and Native

Americans. (Above: The President during the ceremony, surrounded by

lawwmakers and Cabinet Secretaries)

"This isn’t simply a matter of making amends. It's about reaffirming Click Here For ObFo WH Twitter
our values on which this nation was founded -— principles of fairness
and equality and opportunity,” President Obama said.

HAWAIT VACAY FOODIE FUN
It was passed by the lame duck Congress earlier this month, after

years of work by what the President called "the activists, the tribal

http://obamafoodorama.blogspot.con/2010/12/president-obama-signs-claims-settlement....  12/28/2010



Ubama Foodorama: President Signs Claims Resolution Act 0t 2010 Page 2 of 47

leaders, and the outstanding members of Congress.”

About 130 people were gathered in the
South Auditorium of the Old Eisenhower
Executive Office Building for the signing
ceremony, including Members of
Congress, key leaders and advocates
from the African American and Native
American communities, congressional

staff, Cabinet Secretaries Tom Vilsack

and Ken Salazar, and Attorney General

Presid

Eric Holder. Blaine Cobell, the

Run
Native American whom the suilf is

named after, and Dr. John W. Boyd, Jr., president of the National

T N GREET

i

Black Farmers Association, were both in the audience, as were DINNER

members of the Congressional Black Caucus. The full list of

attendees is here.

The Claims Settlement Act provides $1.15 billion for the settlement
of Pigford 11, a longstanding racial bias suit first brought by black
farmers against USDA in 1999, and $3.4 billion for the Cobell

settlement for American Indian plaintiffs who claimed during a 14~

year-long suit that Interior officials mismanaged royalties from S ) o
L . . . ; President & Mrs. President Visit
leases of tribal land used to harvest oil, minerals and timber. The ) S

. ; L. ) Marines & Their Families
President's remarks (transcript is here):

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER
MENU

Hawail Holiday: Sun, Surf, Golf, Pie

"Hach of us deserves the chance to pursue our own version of

happiness. It's what led us to become a nation. It’s at the heart of
WH ANNOUNCES STATE
LT 6 < PURANE § ISP SR e . @t " oy g MU RUNNI -
who we are as a people,” President Obama said. "And our history is DINNER WITH CHINA

http://obamafoodorama.blogspot.com/2010/12/president-obama-signs-claims-settlement....  12/28/2010
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defined by the struggle to fulfill this ideal.”

“T think all of us understand that we haven’t always lived up to those
ideals,” he added. "When we've fallen short, it's been up to ordinary
citizens to stand up to inequality and unfairness wherever they find

it. That's how we’ve made progress.”

Lauding the Act as the work of a bipartisan group of lawmakers, the

President Hu Visits In January

President noted that he had introduced legislation for the black

farmers suit when he was a Senator.

res . . THE LATEST WHITE HOUSE
It’s about restoring a sense of trust between the American people BYTES

;]

and the government that plays such an important role in their lives, 2,000 Lbs of Gulf Seafood Ordered

ot o Yhama eaid ¢ o hill "As y 9q | have s nrivilese of . [
President Obama said of the bill. "As long as I have the privilege of For WH Holidays
serving as your President I will continue to do everything I carn . . . .
serving as your President I will continue to do everything I can to Bidens Have Christmas Dinner With
restore that trust. And that's why T am so extraordinarily proud to Troops
sign this bill today." oy - ,
© ’ CDC Report on Foodborne Iiness

FLOTUS Honors NY Botanical

In a separate statement

o Garden
released by the White House o - i
) FLOTUS Is "Biggest Food Story of
about the Claims Settlement 010"
201

Act, the President promised B o o ,
FLOTUS On The Child Nutrition Bill

FLOTUS Tracks Santa With NORAD

further action to address other

pending discrimination suits.

(At loft: The President shakes hands Global Obama Foodie Homage

with Holder after the ceremony) Kass: POTUS Is a "A Hardboiled
Guy"
"My Administration will Muppets, USDA Combat Food
continue our efforts to resolve claims of past diserimination made by Insecurity
women and Hispanic farmers and others in a fair and timely POTUS Makes Holiday Visit To
manner," President Obama said. Afghanistan

POTUS Toasts New START

The Act also provides a one-year extension of Temporary Assistance POTUS: Ag & US-Korea Free Trade
for Needy Families (TANF) block grants, a six-month extension of Agreement

the supplemental TANF grant program for states with high Report: Household Food Security In
population growth or historically below-average welfare grants, and The US, 2009

provisions to improve the integrity of the unemployment Sarah Palin, Cupecake

compensation program. Team Obama Food Police Video:
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The 2010 Gooty Con Criticism
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USDA Announces $50 m For

w
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What the bill does for Cobell and Pigford ¥f Organic Producers
Under the settlement, eligible black farmers will receive about Winter Farmers Markets

$50,000 in compensation. Black farmer claimants must have farmed

or attempted to farm between 1981 and 1986, have filed a
discrimination complaint before July 1, 1987, and have filed a claim WH HOLIDAY EATING ADVICE
after the deadline in the original settlement, according to Boyd.

(Above: The Act awalting the President's signature)

For the Cobell settlement, plaintiffs will receive $1.4 billion directly,
while the government will use $2 billion to repurchase Indian lands
broken up under the Dawes Act in the late 19th and early 20th
century. Another $60 million will fund scholarships for American

Indian students.

"It helps put more land in the hands of tribes to manage for their

members,” President Obama said. "And it also includes money to

settle lawsuits over water rights, giving seven tribes in Arizona,
Montana and New Mexico permanent access to secure water SUPples e s

AT T "
year-round. WH HOLIDAYS 2010

Boyd on the record...

Boyd, who over the last 26 years has become the public face of the

Pigford settlement, and led a
series of very public protests
since the President took office,
which included thousands of
black farmers fro across the

IS, called the signing

ceremony "hittersweet." Boyd

received a settlement under the Links To All Holiday Posts...

original Pigford suit, but has

been working tirelessly to ensure that black farmers who were locked
out of that suit were included in today's settlement. (4bove: Boyd WH GINGERBREAD HOUSE

during a protest outside USDA headquarters eartier this year)
"Today is historic for black farmers,” Boyd told Obama Foodorama.
But he but added that it has not been without a high price.

"Many black farmers have died at the plow waiting for today,” Boyd

said.
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The black farmers settlement has been taken up by the children and {is

grandchildren whose elders were discriminated against under USDA Holiday Masterpiece
policies, which prevented them from receiving the same USDA loans
and other assistance provided by the agency.
YOSSES FARLY NEW YEAR'S
EVE
IR ¢ . : "ory .
It's a bittersweet victory,” Boyd said.

*Photo at top by Chuck Kennedy/White House; White House video
POSTED BY EDDIE GEHMAN KOHAN AT 6:32 PM
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